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‘GAME ON’ FOR

LEICESTERSHIRE TEENS

The ‘Game On’ video game-inspired
campaignh was launched on YouTlfbe
and in schools across Leicestershire
during the festive period. Itisa

fun and engaging approach to
encourage young people to make
positive decisions about their sexual
health, it also provides them with the
information and advice they need to
take fewer risks.

The video parodies an 8-bit platform

Anecdotal feedback received has been
very positive and the video has received
1120 ‘like’ ratings to date. Many leading
gaming websites including Kotaku

and Eurogamer profiled the video
reaffirming the safer sex message

to young people.

Watch the video at:
www.youtube.com/ havefunstaysafe

For more information please contact

Katie Phillips, Teenage Pregnancy
Coordinator, on: .
0116 305 9246 or by email:

computer game in which a male character
is trying to reach his girlfriend with a
condom. On the first attempt he drinks
alcohol and misses a ‘condom bonus’.
The girlfriend turns him away which
causes him to fail the level. On the second
attempt he collects the condom, fights
off ‘STl bugs’ and successfully reaches

his girlfriend to complete the game.

TEENAGE PARENT PROVIDERS FORUM

rt our expanding learning offer for young parents, we have
Lostzléﬁigf?ed a foru‘ron of learning provider reps to offer suppor: anrdas;l;are
good practice. If you are delivering learning for young paren st‘o =
interested in how you might do thisjn the future, ‘the next mee ing
forum is 4th May - contact Katie Phillips for more information.

katie.phillips@leics.gov.uk L ——
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LOCAL STRATEGY TO SUPPORT TEENAGE PARENTS

SAVES £5 FOR EVERY £1 SPENT

The local strategy to support
teenage parents has saved
the taxpayer £5 for every

£1 spent* and seen 50%

of young parents involved
move back to education,
employment or training.
This calculation was made
following a ‘social return

on investement’ evaluation
report undertaken by The
Centre for Excellence (CFE).

increase the number of teenage
parents in EET by helping them to
overcome the challenges they may
face by providing flexible learning
programmes, on-site childcare,
free travel and one-to-one support
to improve confidence.

National figures recently published
rank Leicestershire County as

the 5th highest local authority

in the country for 16 to 19 year

old mothers participating in EET.
In December, Leicestershire had
47% of 16 to 19 year old mothers
participating in EET; this is 15
percentage points above the

East Midlands average of 32%.

The Young Parents Education,
Employment and Training
(EET) Strategy in Leicester and
Leicestershire is working to

Katie Phillips, Teenage Pregnancy
Coordinator for Leicestershire,
said: “Through the EET Strategy
and range of learning provision,
Leicestershire has seen a steady
increase in the number of young
mothers in education, employment
or training over the past three
years. There have also been positive
impacts on the children of these
young parents, improving their
social and educational outcomes.”

r.‘ Leicestershire
& Leicester City
Teenage Pregnancy Partnerships

* The predicted Social Return On Investment for the Young Parents EET strategy is £5 for every £1 that is invested over a five-year period.
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STUDENTS FROM GATEWAY COLLEGE STAR
IN THE ‘SMART GIRLS CARRY CONDOMS’ CAMPAIGN

The City and County Teenage Pregnancy
Partnerships recently launched the

‘Smart Girls Carry Condoms’ campaign across
Further Education colleges in Leicester and
Leicestershire. The campaign aims to shift
negative attitudes around young women
carrying condoms*.

As part of the campaign a short film was produced
called ‘Smart Girls Carry Condoms’. Gateway College
students created the script to show that girls who carry
condoms are positive, confident young women. Featured
on YouTube and already proving a hit with young people,
the film also promotes the message of safer sex being

a shared responsibility as part of a loving relationship.

It was filmed at Gateway College and Liquid

Nightclub in Leicester.

Bethany-Grace Cleaver, a drama student at Gateway
College who starred in the film said: “/It was amazing
to be part of this important campaign. Some girls are
worried about carrying condoms because they do
not want their friends and family to judge them but
carrying condoms actually shows maturity and

that girls respect themselves.”

The film was ‘soft’ launched on YouTube in December
and has received over 900 views already. Posters were
used to promote the campaign to young people at all
City and County Further Education colleges. The posters
have a QR Code on them that young people can scan
with a ‘Smart phone’ and be taken straight to the video
online on their phones.

Katie Phillips, Teenage Pregnancy
Coordinator for Leicestershire, said:
“This campaign aims to positively show
young women carrying condoms to
make sure they stay safe. Using social
media such as YouTube is clearly an
effective way to reach young people.
It’s also fantastic that young people
and local colleges are helping us get
the safer sex message across.”

The campaign was headline news on Capital FM East
Midlands, which is listened to by thousands of young
people in the region.

The number of students at Stephenson College
who agreed it is positive for girls to carry condoms
increased by 47.6% after the campaign launch.

For more information please contact Katie Phillips,
Teenage Pregnancy Coordinator, on: 0116 305 9246

or by email: katie.phillips@leics.gov.uk

* Sexual Health, Rights and Staying Safe: Young people’s views on sex and UK sexual health services, Unichef, Terrence Higgins Trust, July 2009.
This report found that young women are often viewed negatively for carrying condoms.
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NEW RESOURCE TO HELP GET PARENTS TALKING

Partnership has developed

The Teenage Pregnancy — | v
resources to encourage and help parents to speak n....:.....,_ o= &

to their children about relationships and sex. Pull-up SRS
banners and leaflets will be circulated to schools for use e

at parents evenings and other meetings.

parents on what to speak

lets offer advice to .
The leafle how to initiate the conversations.

to their children about and

media to approach the subject

“Ask what they think abaout ‘e everydsy o'l be
o - TV radio, magazines, tha miemel = you wari
: : ing abaut how the f5sues

MO N SEX, |T.'Z‘.':| 5 ;,'I':_-'.-i.' Way
of finding out what they alreadly know

and what athitudes theyre shaping.

chort on Ophions, anmd [alkim . st
affect other people canl make il fess embarrassimg -
colahrities can be 4 good common ground.

esources please contact Katie Phillips, Teenage Pregnancy

For more information or to request r s@leics.gov.uk

Coordinator, on: 0116 305 9246 or by email: katie.phillip

LOCAL YOUNG

updated ‘Blast Directory’ PARENTS VISIT
des information and MRS CLAUS

" Young parents in Leicestershire
n Leicestershire paid a visit to a special Santa’s

Grotto over the festive period

Young people across Leicestershire and received information -

will soon be provided with an updated about local support services e -

version of the Blast Directory which from Mrs Claus and her team (Mg ﬂwm:::?mr Telaeh Harrs
— contains a range of advice and support of elves. Rfchammmm:ﬂiﬁ-
— to help young people stay healthy B
:: and happy. Two Grottos were set up at Beaumont Leys Shopping Centre
g ) in Leicester and on Castle Street in Hinckley. Young parents were
- The updated ‘Blast Directory’ contains invited to bring their children along for some festive cheer whilst

helﬂ'lne numbers. WEbSItE Eddr‘E'SSES Emd [ecejving ad'._rice and Suppﬂrtl

advice for young people in the County,

as well as “E'lt“:’”al Organlsatlnnst'ethat Members of the local young parents’ forum came up with the idea

young paopla may need or wan o of halding a grotto to provide a way of making contact with young

contact with issues related to their 1= wh b 't th " : hich

health and WE'"'being. parents wno pernaps aren T aware or the sUpport services wnichn arg

on offer. They were able to share their experiences with other young

Young people were asked for feedback mums and dads and practitioners were also on hand to offer support.

on the last directory and felt the new

directory should have an ‘edgier’ look. Vicki Smith, Teenage Pregnancy Coordinator for Connexions, said:
“Raising children can be very daunting and for young parents even

60,000 copies of the ‘Blast Directory’ harder as they are often judged for being young. There is a lot of

will be sent out to secondary schools, support available to young parents in Lefcestershire - ranging from

colleges and support services like advice with practical things such as feeding and changing nappies,

Connexions and the Youth Service to help with returning to education, training or employment.

to ensure that young people across

Leicestershire have local service “The Grottos have helped us connect with young parents in their

information. community and has allowed us to find out from them what support
they value to ensure they achieve the best future for themselves

and their children.”

For further information about the work of the
Teenage Pregnancy Partnership or to find

Any young parents wishing to contact Leicestershire Teenage
Pregnancy Partnership for advice should visit their local Connexions
Centre or the following website: www.parentsunder20.co.uk

out how you can get more involved email:
katie.phillips@leics.gov.uk
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